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the years which we spend at school and at the
university were spent by the sons of the three
higher classes in learning from the mouth of a teacher
their sacred literature. This was a sacred duty, the
neglect of which entailed social degradation, and the
most minute rules were laid down as to the mnemonic
system that had to be followed. Before the invention
of writing there was no other way of preserving litera-
ture, whether sacred or profane, and, in consequence,
every precaution was taken against accidents. Stranger
still is tlie fact that those Brahmans who may be con-
sidered the especial guardians of the sacred traditions
of India in our own day do not employ either the
written or the printed texts in learning and trans-
mitting their holy lore." "They learn it, as their
ancestors learned it thousands of years ago, from the
mouth of a teacher, so that the Vedic succession
should never be broken," and so well do they perform
the duty and so accurately do they transmit the text,
Tihat " there is hardly a various reading in the proper
sense of the word, or even an uncertain accent in the
whole of the Mg-Veda, which consists of more than a
thousand hymns, averaging ten verses, and contains
more than one hundred and fifty thousand words,"

Educated as we are, we think with impatience, or
else with, unreasoning admiration, of these stupendous
feats of memory. We say, what is the use of it all ?
or else wonder at the superior patience and memory
of the Hindoo. Now the Hindoo has, by nature, no
better memory than the Englishman, as is shown by
the many young Indians at the English universities.
As for calling such perfect study a waste of time, I
would like to ask if the average university graduate